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By LAWRENCE REAMER.
a too sophisticated' public grown weary of. the playwright's de-

vicesHAS which have always been thought certain In the past to

create their effects?
Look, for instance, nt the niaiueratle whleli made the success of

"Charley's Aunt." The Idea lini been u-- repeatedly and rarely without
Interesting the public to sonic extent. Mis Anne Caldwell relied on it last
in "She's a Good Feller" and a long llt of authors, extending from Robert
Buchanan, who wrote "The Strange Adventures of Miss Brown," down to
the writer of a play intended to exploit Bothwcll Browne, based their farces
on the impersonation of a woman by a man who was mistaken for what he
was supposed to be. "The Fascinating Widow" is said to have earned a

fortune for its author. The device seemed to be sure of its effect. But In

"Three Is a Crowdi" recently at the Cort Theatre, the audience, would

lii've none of it
T.i't playwrights W too utterly discouraged by .this change of mood on

he part of the public, let It hastily be added that Brandon Thomas's farce
- stdl popular in certain quarters. It is constantly acted by stock eoni-rani-

and is looked upon us assuring one prosperous week. Its continental
ogue may have departed, although for years it was a regular feature of

the repertoire in the Kronen and German theatres. Naturally Its greatest
ucccs was in London where until "Chu Chln'Chovv" achieved the unprece-

dented number of 1,550 representations, it held the record with 1,486

And its annual revival is a species of lesser dramatic sacrament.

Dramatists may well tremble at th
loss of fich u serviceable and reliable J

Kcnc The suggestion runt It lias'
merely come as a forerunner of more
widespread indifference to the establ-
ished ways of keeping up the Uoup-l- a

Is discouraging. It means much nioro
labor for the poor playwrights. Not
only must they be more Ingenious but
they must even descend to the use of
more elbow grease. ,

These pessimistic conclusions arc In
a way the result of observing the
amount of effort It now takes to bring
the second act of a French farco to
an end that shall satisfy all. In
"Breakfxst in Bed," which seems to
show signs of deriving from Feydeau's
"Orciipo tol d'Amclie," it must in the
criminal have been enough when the
fianroe of the hero found him In the
fame, room with the young girl he
hail promised his friend to "look af-

ter." I!u( French farco Is no longer
a matter of a bed and a few slamming
doors. So .Miss Moore, In order to
bring down the curtain at the Eltinge
Theatre with applause, pretends to be

ghost, shrieks wildly as she sends
the counterpane shooting back into
the room, puts on .1 grotesque Chinese
mask and waves fireworks In the air
that there ihjv be sympathetic
response from tin public. And all
this seems to sorvn i j purpose even
If the amount o.' Is usually
In Inverse ratio to the display of
Physical effort. There Is no doubt of
the present faith of the playwrights
In the cfllcacy of muscle.

What, nn Idea In a nevnef
Afr all. an idea docs help even In
revue. Theatergoers who have wit-

nessed .nme or tho recent perform-
ances classified in that way, had bo-

sun to think that a revue might have
a lot of other things in it so long as
it surCc5?fuUy avoided an Idea. But

vu.t to "As, You "Were" will help
to revere this opinion. In tho
original form of the piece which tho
clever Frenchman calling himself nip,
probably because he never has been
'aught nil'Ping. wrote for the Theatre
"es Cap.iclr.es in Paris, there' are
ome ideas which for the sake of tho

Public and the piece In this country,
best obliterated. But there Is

suiuine novelty in the theme which
connects closely enough for all dra-
matic purposes the episodes of "As
Tou Were."

The proprietor of the chain of pastry
hops who quite freely admits 'thatgar and butter play no part In his
ie and deplores the deterioration In

' e quality of aniline dyes until it is
,

0 l,nMf possible to keep a cake look-'"- 5
uttraitivc In tho show windows

Ar nine than ttvn i,r.l.u i. imuu,l
!' his pretty vvf who pc' np ,
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'ho money he gave her to a more or
less harmless but irritating parlor
make. This same unwelcome visitor
has told him a dull story about a
herring, which cannot bo cured until
he dies, however sick the poor fish
may be. Then begin the visits of the
husband in the irresistible form of
Sam Bernard to the times and cycles
of Ninon de 1'EncIos and Cleopatra.
Always the lady shows a preference
for another; always this obtrusive
person tells tho story about the fish
although its kind changes with the
place.

And the spectators are always eager
In interest at tho recurrence of the
Idea. They not only recognize It when
the song or the story is about to mako
its appearance, but they anticipate It
with a smile which develops from a
broad grin into a guffaw. There are
many amusing things in ''Aa Tou
Were." such as tho unflagging humor
of Sam Bernard and there are some
beautiful things such as tho eyes of
Irene Bordonl. But there is nothing
that entertains tho public so much
and binds all the fun together more
successfully than this Idea of the In-

genious author who calls himself Rip.
So, after all, the managers and the
librettists to tho contrary, there Is

value In an Idea especially If it Is a
good one even in a revue.

And Our French Theatre f IIptt
About Itt

The experiences of the French th
atro In this city offer more occasion
for conjecture than for satisfaction to
those who believe that a playhouse
hero presenting dramas In French
would correspond to an artistic need
of tho community. The actors giving
their little plays In French at tho little
Theatre Parlsien to little gatherings of
the faithful cut their season some-

what short and departed to other' cities
such as Montreal in which the desiro
to mako tho acquaintance of the muso
of the Gallic theatre is more impera-

tive than It seems in West Forty-eight- h

street. There is a promise,
however, that the players will return
next season and display their talents
In a somewhat more ambitious reper-

toire. The plays selected during the
past months wore usually unimportant,
rarely new and not always the best
available specimens of their kind.
Thcro was really Httlo reason why
the American seeking an acquaintance
with the French drama should have
sought out this little temple.

There has never been in the experi-

ence of tho writer evidence that there
existed here any demand for plays In
French. Patronago for such enter-
prises must come .from Americans.
The local French colony has never
shown any Interest in supporting Its
artists that in the past came to this
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as Mounet-Sull- Jane Hading,
Bcjane and the singer Yvettc

Gullbert have been allowed to play
here in theatres empty of their com-
patriots. Nor has French opera made
any. more potent appeal to the ex-

patriates who might be expected to en-
joy It most. Once a year the French
public turns out for an operatic repre-
sentation. This is the annual hospital
benefit at the Metropolitan Opera
House.

So It Is well settled that a French
theatre here for several months of the
year must be maintained by1 Its native,
patrons. Americans arc accustomed,
to certain high standards in the1
theatre. Maybe the actors are not the
most finished, but they are capable.
From a material viewpoint a high
average is maintained. In such par-

ticulars it must be tho local criterion
that is upheld. Of course no elaborate
outlay is demanded In this department,
although In scenery and costumes nn
acceptable average must be main-
tained. The skill of the French actors
and tho high quality of the French
plays must be added to create an in-

stitution which New Yorkers will bo
inclined to support. It does not seem
in the least certain from past ex-

perience that they will even bo In-

clined to do this, but thcro' is at least
a chanco for Its existence when these
conditions unite in a French theatre.

Tho efforts to establish such an
exotic in tho rocky soli of Manhattan
have during recent seasons been of
varied character. Jacques Copcau was
nn admirable director in many ways.
His own participation in a production
was not always fortunate, but he could
get the best results from his' players.
He did perhaps as well aa pos3lblo with
the modern repertoire during the
second season of tho VIeux Colombier
in Thirty-fift- h street. But his efforts
were too mannered for tho castui
theatregoer. Ho had certain theories
of stago arrangement which were
sometimes admirable and at others too
much removed from the experience of
the average man in the theatre to be
tolerable. It spoiled the pleasure of
any but the most Indifferent spectator
to be made to feel that he was merely
assisting at the test of M. Copcau's
artistic theories, which Is a position
that offends every xpoctator uncon-
sciously. So M. Copcau, Interesting
as many of his achievements were, did
not meet fully the requirements of a
director of a French theatre in New
York.

Then came the enterprise at the
little Theatre Parlsien. In place of
de Musset, Beaumarchais, Mcrimso
and tho other purely literary play-
wrights that M. Copeau introduced
to his public, there was a list of rather
faded farces and comedies, with or
without music, such as one might en-

counter at the casino of some spa In
France or Switzerland. Assuredly
this waa not the dramatic faro for
those New Yorkers who sighed for tho
delights of tho French muse. TheM
was but a moderate degree of enter- -
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Calendar of the New Plays
MOXPAT Maxlne Elliott's Theatre, "The Cat-Bird- In which John Drew

will appear aa the star under the management of Arthur Hopkins.
This comedy by Ilupcrt Hughes will bring Mr. Drew back to the stago
after an absence of two years. Tho story Is of a genial scientist who
bfcomcs enmeshed in a very human situation. In tho company are tho
Misses Janet Beucher, Ruth FIndlay and Pauline Armltage. Arthur Barry,
Sydney Mason, Albert Reed, William Raymond, William Williams and
others.

Knickerbocker Theatre, "Sharing," to bo produced by Henry W. Sav-ag- o.

Is a comedy of life on Cape Cod made from novel of the same
name by Joseph C Lincoln. Harry Beresford will head cast with
Miss Clara Moores and others.

TUESDAY Playhonse. "The Wonderful Thing," a play In four acts by Mrs.
Lillian Trimble Bradley, founded on a story by Forest Ilalscy, to bo
produced by George Droadhurst. The cast Is headed by Miss Jeanne
Eagcls and Includes Gordon Ash, Fred L. Tldcn, Edward Lester, George
Schaeffcr, Philip Lunnlng, Miss Eva Leonard Boyne and others.

Thirty. ninth Street Theatre (afternoon). "The Tragedy of Nan," by
John Mast-field- , with Miss Alexandra Carlisle In the cl:!e.' role. Special
matinee performances will bo presented by Messrs. Rose and Hast with-
out Interfering with the run of "Scandal" at this playhouse. The cat
includes Philip Merlvale, Misses Beatrlco Noyes and Annie Hughes, John
Harwood, Charles Francis, Harry Ashford, and others.

tainment In them. Of educational
value there none beyond the op-

portunity to grow familiar with the
spoken language as It fell from the lips
of the actors. The season of tho French
players here this winter could never
have been nu-an- t to fill moro than a
small part of the scope of stich an
Institution. So it is not fair to con-

clude from M. Copcau's lack of popu-
larity nor from the moderato support
of the recent season at the Theatre
Parlsien that there Is no room hero
for ai playhouso devoted to the French
drama. So far there has been only
what was Incompetent 'or precious or
altogether1 trivial.

SAYS SHE PREFERS
COMEDY TO EATING

Miss Roberta Arnold Relates
JSome of Her Experiences.,

"I'd rather do comedy than eat" was
the way in which Miss Roberta Arnold,
now playing In "Adam and Eva." ex-

pressed her preference for tho lighter
form of drama ipeently In the Longacre
Theatre. She had been speaking of her
days in Los Angeles, Cal.. when a leap
from Broadway there to Broadway here
seemed very remote.

"I had been off the stage about a
year," h ald, "and was comfortably
situated in a nice little bungalow out In
Hollywood, enjoying life to the full,
when Oliver Morosco offered ,me a part
In 'Upstairs and Down,' He was putting
it on at the Morosco Theatre In Los
Angeles for a tryout of thrco weeks.
Tho port I was to have was that of
Elsie Hunt, a widow. It appealed to me,
especially because I had a yearning to
g back on the stage, and besides the
part was the kind I had always wanted
to play. It was comedy.

"I can remember how. In my old stock
days at the old Belasco In Los Angeles.
I had always wanted to play a good
comedy part And Just as persistent
was the stage director that I should
not, for I had been appearing In a series
of roles ranging from Ingenue leads In
such pieces as The Girl With tho Green
Eyes,' The Virginian' and 'Merely Mary
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Ann" to emotional leads. I had been
engaged for this type of work, and there
seemed to be little chance of indulging
my whim for comedy.

"In connection with that engagement
an incident occurred which I shall never
forget It was ono time when I was
determined to 'mako good' In an emo-
tional part simply because thcro was
one player who doubted the wisdom of
my selection for the lead. Ho had conio
to Los Angeles as a stock star, and the
opening; bill was to be a play called
'Peace on Earth.' The first day we re-

hearsed I must have been somewhat
careless In the way I read my lines,
for ho ranted' .and raved, finally voicing
his disgust to the management that I
should have been assigned to play op-

posite him. Whether his criticism was
Justified Is merely a matter- - of opinion,
but If It was for the purpose qf spur-
ring me on to do my best it had the
desired effect The 'Irish' In me asser-
ted itself, and the next day at the closo
of the rehearsal had the satisfaction
of listening to his apology, supplemented
by an offer of an engagement In New
York in a play which he Intended put-
ting on.

"But It remained for Mr. Morosco to
make an appearance here sufficiently
alluring for me to come East. While
I had elected to stay In California
with Miss Lauretto Taylor In 'Peg o' My
Heart' I originated and played the
part of Ethel during tho ten weeks' run
of that piece at the Burbank Theatre
in Los Angeles I remained with 'Up-

stairs and Down' during Its New York
run, spending another year on the road
With it"

NEW PLAY IN GRAND STREET.

In the Neighborhood Playhouse in
Grand street tho Neighborhood
Players will present, for the first time
la New York. 'The Beautiful Sabine
Women,' a satire by Leonid Andreyev,
Russian novelist and playwright This
play was first produced in 1912 tn the
Convex Mirror, a little theatre In Petro-gra- d.

It will be preceded by
Lord Dunsany's one-a- ct play, 'The Glit-

tering Gate," which was first produced
five years ago by the Neighborhood
Players, Introducing Lord Dunsany to
American audiences. It was1 five years
ago on Lincoln's Birthday that this
little playhouse was opened.
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"The Jest" Retires.
Before Shakespeare

When "The Jest" closes next Saturday
night at the Plymouth Theatre It will
havo played for about thirty-tw- o weeks.
extending over two seasons, and during
that time the play had had receipts of
approximately S500.000. establishing a
new record for a dramatic attraction in
that length of time. Arthur Hopkins
will take off this play, as he did "Re,
dcmptlon." whllo It was still drawfng
larco audiences. In order to give oppor
tunlty to John Barrymore in a varied
and worthy repertoire.

Mr. Barrymoro will open In "Richard
III." on March 1. The theatre will be
closed for a week before that time In or
der to make tho elaborate preparations
for the Shakespearian presentation.

FOR CATHOLIC ACTORS' GUILD.

At the Cohan Theatre there
will bo a benefit performance for the
Catholic Actors' Guild, with an unusual
array of talent Among the stars who
will contribute to tho programmo are
Misses Laurette Taylor, Ethel Barry- -

more, Irene Bordonl, Edith Day. Fanny
Brlco and Lillian Lorraine, Leo Dltrlcn-stel- n.

Barney Barnard, Reginald Barlow,
Frank Bacon, Richard Bennett, Leon
Errol, Jack Hazzard. Bernard Granville,
Wilton Jjackaye, Clifton Crawford, Don-

ald Brian, Brandon Tynon, B. C. Hilllam,
Sam Moore, James Barton, Emmctt Cor-rlga- n,

William Fields. Charles Judcls,
Tom Lewis, Kcegan and Edward and
others.

AMUSEMENTS IN BROOKLYN,

Miss Alice Brady will be at the
Theatre this week In Owen

Davis's romance, "Forever After.1' Will-la-

A. Brady has retained the orlgtnal
cast with her.

"Daddies," David Belasco's presenta-

tion of JohnL. Hobble's come"dy. will re-

main for a second week at the Montauk
Theatre.

"Tho Girl In the Limousine" will be
presented by A. H. Woods at the Majestic
Theatre, with John Cumberland, Miss
Dona Kenyon. Miss Zelda Sears, Charles
Rucgles and the original cast. The farce
is by Wilson Colllson and Avery Hop-wpo- d.

The performance of Monday,
Tueiday and Wednesday nights will be
for the benefit of the Williamsburg Hos-plta- L

Sir Harry Lauder, Scotch slnglnr
comedian, will appear at the Academy of
Music on Thursday and&'lday of this
week In his song characterizations.

Joseph E. Howard and Miss Ethelyn
Clark In "Chin Toy," a musical romance,
wlU'head the bill at tho Orphcum this
week. Miss Rose Coghlan and Miss
Sylvia Clark also will be there.

Miss Marie Cahlll will be the topnotcher
at the Bushwlck, with Toto and Frank
J. Conroy and company as otner
features.

Charles Ahearn, tramp pantomlmlst:
Miss Mary Haynes and Lew Welch, with
the photoplay "Everywoman," will be
on the bill at the Metropolitan.

Miss Mary Pickford In "Pollyanna"
remains at the Strandfl "with Harold
Lloyd In '.His Royal Slyness" and other
Incidental features.

rtnislan Dancer at UetropoUtan.
Mme. Clotllde Sakharoff and Alexan-

der Sakharoff. Russian dancers, will
make their debut here under the auspices
of Mrs. Harold F. McCormlck In the
Metropolitan Opera House on next Tues
day night The latest of Russian danc- -

ers to arrive In this country, they have
appeared tn various European capitals
since 1910.

MISS MARY NEWCOMB
Tt

Y MY LADY FRIENDS "' COMEDY

Plays That Continue.
"Llghtnln' " . . .' Gaiety
"East Is West" '. Astor
"Happy Days" '. . .H'fipodrome
"Scandal" 39th Street
"Adam and Eva" Lonracre
"The Jest" Plymouth
"Clarence," Hudson
'The Gold Diggers Lyceum
'The Storm" 48th Street
"Zlegfeld Midnight Frolic". N.A.Root
"Declasse" Empire
"Apple Blossoms" Globe
"The Little Whopper" Casino
"His Honor Abe Potash" Bijou
"Passing Show of 1919"

winter Garden
"Buddies" Selwyn
"The Magic Melody" Shubert
"Wedding Bells" Harris
"Irene" s. . r.Vanderbllt
"The Belasco
"Aphrodite" Century
"One Night In Rome" Cohan
"My Lady Friends" Comedy
"Monsieur Beaucalrc"

New Amsterdam
"Abraham Lincoln" Cort
"For the Defense'' Morosco
"Tie Sign ca the Door". .. .Republic
"The Famous Mrs. Fair". . .'..Miller's
"Gesfs Midnight Vhlrl"

Century Roof
"Smllln' Through" Broadhurst
"The Acquittal" Cohan & Harris
"The Purple Mask" Booth
"Frivolities of 1920" 44th Street
"The Passion Flo- - ;r'

Greenwich Village
"Always You" Lyric
"Pietro" Criterion
'The Ruined Lady" Playhouse
"Mamma's Affair" Fulton
"The Power of Darkness". . . .Garrick
"As You Were" Central
'Tho Night Boat" Liberty
"My Golden Girl". . ... .. .Nora Bayes
"Breakfast In Bed'' Eltinge
"Beyond the Horizon" (spec, mats.)

Morosco
"He and She" Little'

UNION HILL'S PASSION PLAY.

Following the custom of selecting the
cast from lay members of the church,
th Union Hill (N. J.) Parish Players
of the Holy Family Catholic Church
are again in rehearsal for the annual
presentation of "The Passion Play" at
Columbus Andltorium. This will begin
next Wednesday and continue through
the Lenten season.

The part of the Saviour will be taken
by Leonard Helnzmann. a silk manu-
facturer. Miss Mary Schuck, a clerk,
will play the part of llary Magdalene,
and Miss Elizabeth Foerch, a typist will
appear as Claudia Procitla.. Other prin-
cipals in the cast are Joseph Helnbuch. i
assistant bank cashier, as Calpha;
Frederick Eld. machinist, as Ananias;
Dr. Russell Burnham, physician, aa
Pilate; Frank Haussmann, student aa
Herod ; Engelbert Helnzmann. draughts-
man, Peter; Peter Henzl, printer, Joieph
of Arimathea; John and Thomas Fueha.
accountant and mechanic respectively,
alternating as Judat; Frank Otway, me-
chanic, as Simon, leader of the Sanhe-
drim; Miss MaRdallne Mausmann, seam-
stress, as lferodtos; Miss Charlotte Pit-ge- r.

stenographer, as Veronica; Mlsa
Madeline Stahl, bookkeeper, as Salome,
and John Mayer, pearl button worker, a
Roman captain.

IN NEIGHBORHOOD THEATRES.

"No More Blondes," which recently
concluded an engagement at Maxlne El-

liott's Theatre, "will be the attraction
this week at the Shubert-Rlvler- a. with
tho original cast Including Ernest
Truex, Misses Nancy Fair and Elleea
Wilson, Dallas Welford and Leo Don-

nelly.
"Listen Lester," one of tho most suc-

cessful musical comedies of last season,
will be seen this week at the Standard
Theatre. It is one of- the productions ot
John Cort. '

At the Bronx Opera House beginning
night Miss Ruth Chatterton

will play a week's engagement In "Moon
light nnd Honeysuckle," the comeay Dy

George Scarborough. In which she ap-

peared for many weeks at Henry Miller's
Theatre.

NEW RUSSIAN ENTERTAINMENT.

Singing and dancing with novel fea
tures f prnmlie1 In th performance of
the Russian Isba. which will be offered
In the Belmont Theatre this week. Tha
entertainment Is described aa a presen
tation of Russian peasant life In three
acts.

Misses Nina Sergeeva and Vera 7.1ms--
leva are the principal dancers. Seres
Borowsky, once a barytone of the Mos
cow opera, heads the company and has
staged the production. Other Russian
singers In the company of forty-fiv- e are
Mme. Kousnetzoff-Ot- t, soprano, and. Mil.
Bogdonoff.

Rehearsals of the People's Liberty
Chorus for a concert In Carnegie Hall

Monday and Thursday night at eight
o'clock In the High School of Commerce,
in West Sixty-fift- h street, under th
direction of L. Camilierl.
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